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XL.

ARCHBISHOP KIHG TO SWIFT

Dublin, August 12, 1708.

REVEREND SIR,

IT is some time since I heard from you, which makes me
a little uneasy. I have been hindered from writing for near
a month by the gout in my right hand, which is a great
mortification to me.* I received a letter from Mr. Doding-
ton in which he tells me that my Lord Lieutenant has
made some progress in the affair of our twentieth parts
and first fruits.3 I wish he may be able to put it in a good
way, which I believe is all will be done at present for my
Lord did not encourage us to hope for it before a peace.
I reckon if my Lord return to us again something will be
done, but if not, the Ministry will hardly be persuaded to
gratify us in such a matter by a dying Lord Lieutenant.

I suppose you have an account of what passed in the
University about the vindication of King William's memory.
It is really strange that any should be found so prodigiously
ungrateful to him, at least in Ireland where we owe all to
him, but Mr. Forbes that used him so barbarously was
from Scotland and had studied in Aberdeen, and taken his
degrees there.4 I do own the Church of Scotland was

1 In King's Correspondence.   See Preface.
* .Sagfra, p. 51,11.3.

3  George Dodington, who was Secretary to Lord Pembroke during
his viceroyalty, was an uncle of the celebrated George Bubb Doding-
ton, afterwards Lord Melcombe-   The latter was the son of George
Dodington's sister, who married a fortune-hunter called Jeremias
Bubbj and took the name of Dodington as his uncle's heir.   The
Dodington family had been established from very early times  in
Somersetshire, where there is a parish called by their name, and
George Dodington seems to have inherited considerable property
from his father, who was secretary to Thmioe, and is said to have
been a learned and ingenious man.   Before coming to Ireland George
Dodington had been secretary to the Earl of Oxford and Treasurer to
the Navy, and was afterwards a Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty
("Hist, of Somersetshire," by Rev. John Collinson, iii, 518).   He is
said by one of his contemporaries to have been full of high opinions,
probity, and application, but not to have had the least care for officials
under him (Departmental Correspondence in P.R.O. of Ireland, imder
date 13 December, 1707).

4  In a letter to tie Archbishop of Canterbury King says that at thery and were apt to lead his impatient spirit into rencontres too
